
Structure: The major scale, named after its first note, is built in steps using whole tones or steps 
and diatonic half tones or steps as follows:          

Scale Degrees: The ascending degrees or notes of the scale can be numbered 1-8.

Scale Degree Names: Each degree or note in the scale has a technical name as well as a number.
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Press the speaker to hear it.

breezin’ thru™ theory
See It- Hear It

! " " " " " " " "
W W H W W W H

! " " " " " " " "
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

! " " " " " " " "
Ton

ic Sup
ert

on
ic

Med
ian

t

Sub
do

mina
nt

Dom
ina

nt

Sub
med

ian
t

Lead
ing

 Ton
e

Ton
ic

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

C Major Scale



Tetrachords: The major scale contains two four note steps called tetrachords. They both have the 
same pattern of whole steps and half steps.

Building Scales: If you start a new scale with the 2nd tetrachord of the previous scale, the only 
newly altered note is the 7th degree and it is raised.

Chapter 6: The Major Scale
6-2: Building Major Scales

Copyright © 2011 Jean McKen
This school has permission to reproduce this document for use with students enrolled in the "Breezin 'Thru Theory"  curriculum as stipulated in the most current agreement. 6-2

Press the speaker to hear it.

breezin’ thru™ theory
See It- Hear It

! " " " " " " " "
W W H W W W H

1st Tetrachord 2nd Tetrachord

! " " "# " " " "# "

! " " " " " " " "
1st Tetrachord 2nd Tetrachord

! " " " " " " "# "
1st Tetrachord 2nd Tetrachord

1st Tetrachord 2nd Tetrachord

C Major

G Major

D Major


	6_SH1_TheMajorScale.pdf
	6_SH2_BuildingMajorScales.pdf

